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Executives and Youth Leaders 2024-2025
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Dr. Shravan Tanugula (Secretary) it was a pleasant experience to serve Telugu

o

community.

Prasanth Dumpala (Joint Secretry/Treasurer), | am honored and privileged to serve as the
joint secretary for our esteemed Telugu community this year. This role has granted me the

opportunity to follow in the footsteps of 55 years of historical continuity, marked by

discretion, integrity, knowledge, and commitment, fostering a stronger bond with our people.

Prasanna Nandyala, It is my esteemed privilege to serve as Literary Secretary for our
illustrious Telugu Community this year. This role has afforded me the opportunity to
promote our rich cultural heritage and literary traditions, fostering a deeper connection to
our beloved language and customs. Through the organization of community events and
literary work, | have witnessed firsthand the profound impact that our shared heritage can

have on unity, pride, and cultural identity. | am deeply humbled to contribute to the

preservation and celebration of Telugu literature and culture, ensuring its continued

relevance and vibrancy for generations to come.
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Sujata Balivada, as a proud volunteer with the Telugu Association of Edmonton, | have
cherished the rewarding experience of actively engaging in the preservation and celebration of
our vibrant Telugu heritage. Volunteering has given me profound insights into our rich cultural
traditions, allowed me to foster meaningful connections within our community, and deepened
my appreciation for the importance of passing our unique heritage to future generations. Each

event has reinforced my commitment to promoting cultural awareness, unity, and pride among

Telugu families in Edmonton

Hasitha Bathina (Youth Secretary-Leadership and Program organization): Being a youth leader
has given me the opportunity to connect with my community and celebrate our culture through
various events. Working together has taught me many valuable skills and | am grateful to be

part of such an amazing executive team.

Dyutith Tanugula (Youth Secretary-Technology and event coordination): volunteering
with other youth representatives to help organize events was a great opportunity.l had a
privilege of playing arole in the bringing together of our Telugu community through cultural

events such as Deepawali. | was pleased to work in this position that gave me an

experience of leadership, organizational skill, social communication, event management

and organization.

Sai Sharat Chandra Balivada (Youth Secretary-Technology and event coordination): This year as a
Youth Representative at the Telugu Cultural Association of Edmonton was an incredible experience. |
could develop leadership skills, expanded my knowledge of Telugu culture and traditions, and
contributed to the growth and engagement of our youth community. I'm grateful for the chance to

learn, make new friends, and get involved in the community — it's been an amazing journey.

Satvik Aysola (Youth Secretary-Sports and public relations): I'm honored to serve as the Youth

Representative of the Telugu Cultural Association in Edmonton. Being part of this vibrant

community has been an incredible experience, and I've learned the value of teamwork and
collaboration. I'm grateful for the opportunities I've had and connections I've made through TCAE

\ ~ 7 andI'm excited to contribute to our community's growth and success.
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Tishita Rani Kovvada (Youth Secretary-Literary and communication): | have loved volunteering
as a youth leader as | developed many life skills, such as team work, problem solving, and time
management. This also gave me a chance to help my community celebrate our culture together,

emphasizing the importance of staying connected to our roots.

Nikitha Killi (Youth Secretary-Social media and Cultural relations):

Being a youth leader has given me the opportunity to connect with my
community and celebrate our culture through various events. Working together has taught me

many valuable skills and | am grateful to be part of such an amazing executive team!

Meghana Ramanathan (Youth Secretary-Literary and communication): | am very grateful that | was
given an opportunity to help out my community as a youth representative. This experience has been very

rewarding, and | am excited for what will come next.

Divya Padarthi (Youth Secretary-Leadership and Program organization): My
experience as a youth leader has been a learning journey towards good communication, taking
leadership roles, and leaving unforgettable impressions. | have had the opportunity to learn a

& multitude of lessons through being a youth leader and I still continue to learn!
f
AN

Tanvi Nandyala (Youth Secretary-Leadership and Program organization), As a Telugu Cultural

Association youth representative, | had an opportunity to participate in various events which
allowed me to develop my leadership, time management and communication skills. | was
fortunate to interact with various age groups and build lasting relationships within the

community. These experiences helped me connect to the rich culture and heritage.

Tanushri Koorapaty (Youth Secretary-Social media and Cultural relations), I truly enjoyed my
time as a TCA Youth Leader and am very grateful for the opportunity to serve our vibrant Telugu
community and for all the experiences | was fortunate to have, such as the Youth Hike,
collaborating with other members of the TCA Executive Team, and being involved in the planning

behind the scenes.




TCAE Executive Team Message

In 2024, we had the privilege of having Dr.

Shravan Tanugula serve as Secretary,
Prasanth Dumpala as Joint Secretary/Treasurer,
Prasanna Nandyala as Literary representative, Sujata
Balivada as Social Activities representative, Shri Satya

Bhagavan Bolem as Library Representative.

Their leadership played a pivotal role in strengthening
the Telugu community in Edmonton. Notably, their
efforts in launching the Youth Representatives Program
encouraged greater youth participation in our cultural
events, ensuring the preservation and continuation of

our traditions for future generations.

A Year of Vibrant Events, TCAE hosted and supported

several events that brought our community together:

R/

«» July 2024: TCAE organized a community picnic
at Wilfrid Laurier Park, providing a day of fun,
games, and bonding for families.

< August 2024: The youth hiking event at Mill
Creek Ravine encouraged young members to
connect with nature while fostering friendships.

< September 2024: TCAE played a key role in
hosting the Ganapathi Pooja at the BCSA
Temple, a spiritual gathering where children,
youth, and adults participated. Later that
month, we also contributed to the organization
of Shree Vari Kalyanam at the BCSA Temple,
enriching the community with our cultural and

Welcoming 2025 with New Initiatives: The newyear

began on a high note with:

7|Page

religious traditions. The whole Telugu
community came together and contributed
greatly to the seva by organizing food to near
about 3000 people or more, and most
importantly making Laddoo Prasadam, Which
was appreciated by every other devoted
communities. It was a great achievement to our
Telugu people.

*» November 2024: Our Diwali celebration was a
grand success, featuring cultural performances
and showcasing the incredible talent within our
community. The Youth Representatives Program
played an essential role in making this event

memorable.

Milestones:

One of the biggest accomplishments of the Executive
Team was successfully reviving TCAE's registration with
the Alberta Registry, a process that had been stalled
since 2017. This achievement ensures the continued
growth and legitimacy of our organization for years to

come.

One of the significant accomplishments of this year was
the revival of Vani magazine after the last publication in
2016. We extend our sincere appreciation to the
Literary Team and Telugu community for their tireless
efforts in making this happen. Your dedication and
passion have brought this iconic publication back to life,

and we are grateful for your contributions.

«» January 18, 2025: A Sankranthi celebration,

complete with a Rangoli competition and Bhogi



Pallu for children, marking the beginning of
Uthharayanam with festive spirit.

% January 2025: A Men’s Night, offering an
opportunity for community bonding.

%+ February 2025: A successful Women’s Day Out,
celebrating the strength and achievements of

women in our community.

Looking Ahead:

The TCAE Executive Team is excited to continue
fostering cultural engagement with upcoming events,
including our Ugadi celebrations, collaborations with
sponsors, and the establishment of updated bylaws to

strengthen our organization.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated
executive members, volunteers, sponsors, and the
entire Telugu community of Edmonton for their
unwavering support. Together, we continue to create a

vibrant, connected, and culturally enriched community.

Sincere appreciation to our generous sponsors: We
extend our heartfelt gratitude to the following sponsors

for their remarkable support:

1. Shafi & Affan (Brothers) - Biryani Box: Platinum
Sponsor

2. Praveen Baradi- Platinum Sponsor for Vani Magazine.

3. Janardhan Rao Peyyala_: Gold Sponsor (Food for
Ugadi Celebrations)

4. Raj - Pharmasave: Gold Sponsor
5. Prasanna Peddireddy: Gold Sponsor (Ladies Day Out)

6. Ramesh - Dosa Guru: Supporter

8|Page

7. Prem - Premier Furniture and Mattresses

8. MK - Aegan Property Management Inc.

9. Sunil Nama - Nam Law Office

10. Alekhya Yanampally - Realtor

11. Sunil Reddy Etikela - Realtor

12. John/Vijay - Redswan Pizza Beaumont: Promotion
13. 2414238 Alberta Inc.

14. Dinesh Reddy Nallamadhi - Comox Realty

15. Akshay - Samarth Holdings Inc.

16. Mahesh Vallabhaneni - Sarees

17. Rahul Manchanda - Weinspec Home Inspections
18. Mindi Srinivas-Sponsor (Ugadi Banner)

19. Padmaja Rani Velagapudi: Sponsor for Rangoli
competition and Vani magazine.

Message of Gratitude

Your sponsorship has played a vital role in making our
events successful. We truly appreciate your generosity
and commitment to supporting our cause. Thank you
for being part of this initiative and for your kindness and

support.

On behalf of our entire team, | extend my thanks to all
the TCAE members, youth volenteers and the sponsors.
This past year has been a remarkable journey for the
Telugu Cultural Association of Edmonton (TCAE), made
possible by the unwavering dedication of our Executive

Team. -Dr.Shravan Tanugula
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Thoughts

-Tvishi Tanugula

If you are not thinking about yourself, like |
am, | am, do you not exist? What is the basis of
your existence? Imagine you went to sleep. You
wouldn't be thinking about anything, no worries,
no dishes to wash, nothing. You're asleep. But do
you exist when you’re asleep? Do you know or be
certain that when you are unconscious you still
exist? Of course, when you wake up you realize you
are alive, but you cannot say with any certainty

that you existed in your sleep. This state is called
53| Page

“swalpa layaha”, you are physically existent and

mentally not existing.

Why? Well, when vyou're asleep you're
probably not thinking about yourself. Now, | will
ask you a question; are you always thinking “I am
me, I'm amazing, my name is, etc.” obviously not!
Your consciousness is not aware of itself until it
starts to observe the fact. For example, you're at
school, doing some very hard math questions. Your
realization of your existence occurs only when your
thoughts are driven towards your existence, which
occurs only for a moment (muhurthamapi tishtati).
Here you have realized that “I am so and so”, “my
name is so and so”, etc. This doesn’t mean you
didn’t know, but you were not aware of it until that
moment. But wait! That could also mean that until
you realize it you might not be who you think you

are.

“How could that make sense” you might say
(I would agree with you). Well, there is no way you
tell what you look like until you look in a mirror. For
example, you go to sleep and | draw all over your
face (Rude!). When you wake up you think about
your face and how you look but when you
remember your face, | don't think you would
remember it with face paint that makes you look
like a monkey (YIKES!). You do not have absolute
knowledge of your current appearance, only a

memory of a specific point in time. You remember



what it looked like when you last saw it in the

mirror.

That means for you the knowledge saying
that your face looks like a monkey is nonexistent.
But you could cook up a nice little argument and
ask me “Well just because | don’t see the monkey
markers on my face doesn’t mean they don’t exist”.
This makes sense in the same way that you cannot
simply ignore something to make it false. But |
think | might be able to persuade you to think

differently.

Let's say there are two people, Mars Man
and Moon Man. Mars man didn't know that Moon
man existed and Moon man didn't know that Mars
man existed therefore from Mars man's
perspective it is true that Moon man does not
exist, and from Moon man’s perspective, mars man
does not exist. What | just showed you with the
Moon and Mars man means that no knowledge
exists until you have observational evidence to
support it. You could again argue that just because
you don’t know something does not mean it isn’t
true. In the 1800s, everyone was convinced that
the only planets in the universe were in our solar
system. Now we know the truth, but that doesn’t
mean billions of exoplanets simply decided to exist
on some random morning in the 20th century. In
the same way, Moon man cannot with any

certainty say that Mars man does not exist. But if
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you think about it, he can. Why? Well, the only
reason you know that both Mars man and Moon
exist is because you are observing them. In this
scenario, only you and | have factual evidence for
the existence of both Moon man and Mars man.

Only in our perspectives do both exist at once.

We have already established that
knowledge is based on observational evidence.
Mars man, he has no factual evidence for the
existence of anything other than what he is
observing, and so he cannot say with any certainty
that anything at all outside of his observation
exists. Imagine a lamp shining on a plant. You can
only see the plant, but not the lamp, and you have
zero knowledge of this mysterious object called a
lamp. How can you explain the light upon the
plant? You cannot. And even if you could, you have
no knowledge of a lamp, and therefore no factual
evidence that it exists, and so will never conclude
that a lamp is lighting the plant. For you the lamp
does not exist. But now we have started to define
existence through evidence and knowledge.
Something can only exist if there is either evidence
of it or there is factual knowledge of its existence.
Furthermore, factual knowledge of its existence
can only be solidified if there is observational
evidence. Now, let's say Mr. Sleepyhead goes to
sleep. He has no observational evidence for the
existence of anything because he is unconscious,

and so has no factual knowledge of existence at all.



For him, nothing exists, not even himself. As a
famous philosopher said, Cogito Ergo Sum, | think
therefore | am. If he cannot think and is not aware
of whom he is, he has no evidence of his own
existence. And again, you may say “Well he does
exist, I'm looking at him”, and that’s just that, you
have observational evidence for his existence and
therefore he exists to you. If no one was present to
observe him, and he went to sleep, he simply
would not exist in any way. In the same way, if you
have no observational evidence of a Moon man, or
if you have no observational evidence for having a
monkey face, they do not exist in your version of

reality.

Ok! I hope you're satisfied now, so let’s continue. |
will present to you a very important shloka that |
have learnt from Bagawadgita: Nasato vidyate
bavah na abhavo vidyate satah ubhayorapi
drshtanthah stvanayoh tatva darshabhihi. This
shloka clearly states: anything that changes due to
time has a temporary existence and is not constant,
and anything that is temporary is basically

nonexistent.

So, in this chapter, all our dear volunteers will
be happily joined into one group to explain to us all
what we have just written in this part of our book.
Mr. Sleepyhead proved that no knowledge exists
anywhere in the entire universe until someone

currently holds observational evidence to support
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it. Moon Man and Mars Man proved that since
existence is based on factual evidence, anything
that is not observed cannot be said to exist with
any sort of certainty. Mr. Monkey Face was
collateral damage. The conclusion is that when you
consider the consciousness of knowledge as a
universal entity were the physical bodies are
nonexistent we are all belonging to the same pool
of consciousness. Thus, making us all a universal
family which is called Jagathika kutumbakam,
where the disparity between the individual and
physical bodies ceases to exist. Thank you for

reading!
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